
Surf’s Up
How can we use our knowledge about wave characteristics   

to pick the best surf break?



Mavericks

• Seasonal waves 

in California

• Up to 7 stories or 

60 ft (18 m) tall

• Annual surf 

competition in winter





Surf Challenge

You and your friends are trying to decide 
what break to surf. 

• One break has a wave height of 8 feet and a 
period of 8 seconds. 

• A second break has a wave height of 4 feet 
and a period of 4 seconds. 

Which break do you choose 
and why?



Satellites Forecast Surf Conditions



Example of Surf Report



Maverick’s Surf Report
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