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Transportation Today 
 

•   Most American commuters drive alone in their own cars. 
Look at the transport modes on the chart. Why do you think so few of today’s commuters 
ride bikes? 

 

 
Go to: https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2015/acs/acs-32.pdf 

•   The U.S. has more cars per 1000 people than other countries. 
Why do you think India has so few cars per 1000 people? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Go to: http://mecometer.com/topic/vehicles-per-thousand-people/ 
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•   U.S. drivers make a lot of short trips. 
Use the chart to determine the percentage of all trips that are three miles or less.  
 

 
Go to: http://i1.wp.com/evobsession.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Distance-Distribution-
Car-Trips.jpg?resize=533%2C350 

•   Almost 90% of Americans live in urban areas. 
How does North America compare to the world average? 

 
Go to: https://www.ielts-mentor.com/writing-sample/academic-writing-task-1/1051-academic-ielts-writing-
task-1-sample-114-percentage-of-the-population-living-in-urban-areas-in-the-world    
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•   Workers in medium and large cities are more likely to walk and bike. 
Why might this be the case? 

 
Go to: https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2014/acs/acs-25.pdf 

•   Summary of current commuter habits 

 
Go to: http://cdn-payscale.com/cms-images/default-
source/screenshots/commuter_infographic2D2050A23FA4.jpg?sfvrsn=2  

Detail: 
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•   After years of climbing, car travel is starting to level off. 

 
Go to: 
http://www.uspirg.org/sites/pirg/files/reports/Transportation%20%26%20the%20New%2
0Generation%20vUS_0.pdf 

•   Fewer young people are getting driver’s licenses 

 
Go to: 
http://www.uspirg.org/sites/pirg/files/reports/Transportation%20%26%20the%20New%2
0Generation%20vUS_0.pdf 


